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This year's covers feature work from the collection of Dorothy and 
the late James Schramm of Burlington, Iowa. For more than half a 
century the Schramms have refined and shaped their collection as Dorothy 
Schramm continues to do. Many items from their collection have passed 
on to the Des Moines Arts Center, the Museum of Art at The Uni 
versity of Iowa, and smaller museums around the state to the great 
benefit of us all. 
The work on our front cover is a painting by Arthur Dove. "Across 
the Road" is wax emulsion on canvas, 25" by 35". We reprint it with 
the permission of Dorothy Schramm. Our back cover features a woodcut 
and acrylic work by Anselm Kiefer. "Crane" is 65 3/8" by 62 1/2" 
and is reprinted with permission of The University of Iowa Museum 
of Art and Dorothy Schramm. 
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Send subscriptions, submissions, and any inquiries to The Iowa Review, 
The University of Iowa, 308 English Philosophy Bldg., Iowa City, Iowa, 
52242-1492. Please see our ad in the back for subscription informa 
tion. We read manuscripts from September 1 through January 31 each 
year or until we fill our next volume year's issues. Work sent at other 
times or after we've filled our quaota is likely to be returned. 
Copyright ? 1998, by The University of Iowa. All rights reserved. 
Editor's Note: 
1998 marks the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, adopted by the U.N. General Assembly on December 10, 1948. 
As part of The University of Iowa's year-long celebratory program of 
speakers, panels and events called Global Focus, we would also like 
to offer, in this issue, a number of pieces which address issues of human 
rights. 
Our lead poem by Marvin Bell, commissioned by the Global Focus 
committee, is a moving and thoughtful call to "hear the human cry 
in [our] bones" that we hope sets the tone for many other pieces in 
this issue. Though we sought work from two poets in the Interna 
tional Writing Program: Khadi Fall from Senegal and Abu Jafar Obaidullah 
from Bangladesh, the remaining pieces found their way to us with the 
usual serendipity that makes unsolicited manuscripts the magic of our 
work. We invite you to consider John Forbes's darkly wry reflections 
on 20th century life; Peter Nelson's complex examination of the is 
sues of heritage and culture as a white traveler to Africa's Gold Coast; 
Selwyn Pritchard's "Reflections on Unfortunate Scholars"; Manuel Garcia's 
story of a migrant worker caught between activism and complacency; 
and Sarah Ruden's complicated assessment of black South African writing 
from the perspective of a white, Quaker outsider teaching in Africa. 
And we hope you find additional connections among our offerings as 
well, since one of our hopes is that all we publish addresses and engages 
the human condition, in ways writ large as well as small. 
M.H. 
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